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Hippo Critic
Shannon Robbins collects hippopotamuses
> -
by Chris Laursen
Some students collect
stamps, others collect
stickers, posters, or
sunglasses. What did fresh-
man Shannon Robbins col-
lect? Hippopotamuses.
A hippopotamus is a
heavy bodied, short legged
animal that resembles a pig.
They are found only in Afri-
ca and can weigh over four
tons.
Robbins had been collect-
ing hippos for more than five
years; "I started collecting
hippos when I was in third
grade," explained Robbins.
She collected hippos of ev-
ery size, color, and origin,
and bought new ones every
chance she got. "I don't
know how many I have right
now. I think I've got between
100 and 150," commented
Robbins.
There was a simple reason
why she started accumulat-
ing hippoptamuses. "All my
sisters had collections and I
felt left out, so I just started
collecting hippos," said Rob-
bins.
Shannon got her hippos
from friends, parents, craft
fairs, stores in the mall and
up the east coast. They
ranged in cost from one dol-
lar, up to fifty dollars.
"My favorite one is one
that my mother bought me at
a craft fair in North Caroli-
na," explained Robbins.
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